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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



RUSSIAN FEDERATION 



Trade: Agricultural Biotechnology 

Agreement effected by exchange of letters 

at Hanoi and Washington November 19, 2006; 
Entered into force November 19, 2006. 



XaHofi, HoaGpH 2006 ro^a 
yBaacaeMafl IIocoji IllBa6! 



HMeio necTt noflTBepflHTB cjieflyiomee noHHMaHHe, AocrarHyToe Me»c^y 
ripaBHTeji&CTBOM Pocchhckoh OeflepauHH H npaBHTejIBCTBOM CoeflHHeHHblX 
IUxaTOB AMepHKH no Bonpocy cejibCKOX03flHCTBeHHOH GHOTexHOJiorHH b xone 
HaniHX flBycTopoHHHX neperoBopoB no npncoezuiHeHHio Pocchh k BceMHpHOH 
ToproBofi opraHH3anHH (BTO): 

PoccHHCKaa ^>eflepamifl a CoemmeHHbie IUraTbi AMepHKH (fl&nee 
HMeHyeMbie CTopoHaMH) floroBopHJincb o cjieflyiomHX nojioaceHHax, HMea b BHfly 
coflencTBHe ToproBJie Meacfly CTopoHaMH h coxpaHJifl 3a Ka>KflOH H3 CropoH npaBO 
Ha 3amHTy >kh3HH hjih 3flopoBbfl nenoBeKa, 5KHbothmx h pacTeHHH Ha cBoefi 
TeppHTopHH, yBaacaa chctcmm peryjiHpoBaHHa h npoueflypbi oneHKH pncica h 
pa3pa6oTKy nojiHTHKH Kaacflofi H3 Ctopoh, npn ycjioBHH, hto Taicafl nojiHTHKa h 
Mepw ocHOBaHbi Ha HaynHHX npHHunnax, TpaHcnapeHTHti h cooTBeTCTByioT 
nono)KeHHHM corjiameHHH BTO. 



Ilocjiy CbK>3eH K. IllBa6 
ToproBOMy npeflCTaBHTejno 

CoeflHHeHHHX IllTaTOB AMepHKH 




NOTE: At present, we do not have an official translation of this letter. Once the official translation is obtained, it will be added to this publication. 
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PoccHHCKaa OeAepaijHH: 

1 . EyfleT nojmepacHBaTL BpeMeHHyio ocHOBaHHyio Ha oueHice phckob cHCTeMy 
ofloGpeHHH h peracTpaujin 6Ho6e3onacHocTH npoayicroB coBpeMeHHOH 
6HOTexHOJiorHH, Hcnonb3yeMLix jyw BtipaiHHBaHHfl, nHTaHHa jnoflefi, KopMJieHHfl 
jkhbothbix, nepepa6oTKH h HMnopTa. 3Ta cncTeMa 6yaeT HayHHO oGocHOBaHa, 
TpaHcnapeHraa, npe/jcKa3yeMa h 6yzjeT cooTBeTCTBOBan> Corjiamemno BTO no 
npHMeHeHHio caHHTapH&ix h <|>HTOcaHHTapHbix Mep (C<DC CoraauieHHe), ajiji Toro 
mto6m o6ecneHHTi> Hcnojii>30BaHHe Taicnx npo^yicroB h ToproBJiio hmh j\o Tex nop, 
noKa nocTOAHHaa CHcreMa peryjiHpOBaHiw 6Ho6e3onacHocTH npo^yKTOB 
coBpeMeHHOH 6noTexHOJiorHH He 6yaeT c(})opMHpoBaHa h He HaHHer 
4>yHKHHOHHpoBaTi>. B cooTBeTCTBHH c COC CoraaiiieHHeM PoccHHCKaa OeaepanHH 

npeflOCTaBHT CLLLA. B03M03KHOCTB flJW KOMMeHTapHeB BpeMeHHOH CHCTeMBI 

oflo6peHHa h peracTpauHH npoflyKTOB coBpeMeHHOH 6HOTexHOJiorHH b nepHO.ii; 

HCnOJII>30BaHHfl 3TOH' BpeMeHHOH CHCTeMBI H 6yfleT npHHHMaTb BO BHHMaHHe 3TH 
KOMMeHTapHH. 

2. 3aperncTpHpyeT k 15 Hoa6pa 2006 ro^a Bee o^HflaiomHe pemeHHa 
3aaBKH Ha npoayKT&i, KOTopbie nojiyHHJiH k stoh AaTe 6jiaronpHflTHyio HayHHO 
o6ocHOBaHHyio oueHKy pncica fljia peracTpauHH. 

3. YcTaHOBHT h BHe^pHT nocTOHHHyio CHCTeMy peryjiHpoBaHHH 
6Ho6e3onacHOCTH npoijyKTOB coBpeMeHHOH 6HOTexHOJiorHH, KOTopaa aBJiaeTca 
HaynHo o6ocHOBaHHOH, TpaHcnapeHTHofi, npe^cKasyeMofi h cooTBeTCTByeT 
Tpe6oBaHH»M COC CornauieHHa BTO. nocroaHHaa cncTeMa peryjinpoBaHHa 
6Ho6e3onacHOCTH 6yaeT pacnpocTpaHaTbca Ha npoayKT&i, nonyneHHtie c 
Hcnon&30BaHHeM coBpeMeHHOH cejiBCKoxo3aHCTBeHHOH 6HOTexHOJiorHH h 
npeflHa3HaHeHHbie ,HJia BBipamHBaHHa, nHTaHHa JHOfleii, KopMJieHHa khbothbix, 
nepepa6oTKH h HMnopTa. B cootbctctbhh c COC CorjiauieHHeM PoccHHCKaa 
CTopoHa npefloeraBHT CIIIA bo3mo>khoctb ^jw KOMMeHTapneB nocToaHHOH 
CHCTeMM OAoGpeHHa h perncTpauHH npoflyKTOB coBpeMeHHoii SnoTexHOJiorHH flo h 
bo BpeMfl ee Hcnojn>30BaHHa h 6y^eT npHHHMaTb bo BHHMaHHe 3th KOMMeHTapHH. 




3 



4. KaacflMH rofl He no3AHee 15 ceHTflGpa Ctopoh&i 6yjo(yT npOBOflHTb 
KOHcyjibTai^HH no cHTyanHH c 3aaBJieHHHMH Ha nepeperHCTpaHHio npoayKTOB, 
perHCTpaHHH KOTopwx HCTeioia b TeneHHe 3Toro ro^a. 

5. IlpHMeHaa 3aKOH no MapKHpoBKe npoayicroB coBpeMeHHOH 
6HOTexHOJiorHH, PoccHHCKaa Oeflepamw SyzjeT rapaHTHpoBarb, hto peacnM 6yaeT 
TpaHcnapeHTHMM, npeflcica3yeMbiM h cooTBeTCTBOBaTb nojiOKeHHHM BTO. B 
cooTBeTCTBHH c CorjiameHHeM BTO PoccHHCKaa CTopoHa npeaocTaBHT CTOpoHe 

CIIIA B03MO)KHOCTb KOMMCHTHpOBaTB pOKHM MapKHpOBKH flO H BO BpeMfl 

Hcnojit30BaHiM 3Toro peacHMa h 6yaeT npHHHMarb bo BHHMaHHe sth KOMMeHTapHH. 
B flajitHeHuieM b TeneHHe 120 flHefi co flHa no/nracamw stoto nnc&Ma 

CTOpOHM pa3pa60TaK)T nOCTOaHHMH ^ByCTOpOHHHH KOHCyjIbTaTHBHBIH MexaHH3M, 

cocToamHH H3 npeflCTaBHTe^eH hx KOMneTeHTHwx BJiacTefi, fljia o6cy5K,zjeHHa 
BonpocoB pa3BHraa perynHpoBaHHH b cc[)epe cejibcicoxo3aHCTBeHHOH 

6HOTeXHOJIOrHH. 

HMeio necTb npocHTb Bac no^TBepAHTb, hto Banie IIpaBHTejibCTBO pa3«enaeT 
3to noHHMaHHe. Tarace HMeio necTb npezuioacHTb, hto6h 3to nncbMO h Banie 
OTBCTHoe noflTBepHCflaioD^ee nncbMO cocTaBHjra corjianieHHe MOK^y HaniHMH jiByun 
npaBHTejibCTBaMH . 

IlpHMHTe, yBaacaeMaa FIocoji IUBa6, yBepeHHa b MoeM ray6oKOM k BaM 
yBaaceHHH. 




T. rpe(J> 
Mhhhctp 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508 

NOV 1 9 2006 

H.E. German Gref 
Minister 

Ministry of Economic Development and Trade 
of the Russian Federation 

Dear Minister Gref: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date which reads as follows: 

"I have the honor to confirm the following understandings reached between the 
Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of the United States of 
America on agricultural biotechnology during the course of our bilateral negotiations on 
Russia's Accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO): 

The Russian Federation and the United States of America (hereinafter, "the Parties") 
agree on the following provisions, with a view to facilitating trade between the Parties 
while preserving each Party's right to protect human, animal or plant life or health in its 
territory and respecting each Party's regulatory systems and processes for risk assessment 
and policy development, provided that policies and measures are based on science, are 
transparent and in accordance with WTO Agreements. 

The Russian Federation shall: 

1 . Maintain an interim biosafety, risk assessment-based, approval and registration 
system for products of modern biotechnology used for cultivation, food, feed, 
processing, and import. This system will be science-based, transparent, 
predictable, and consistent with the WTO Agreement on Application of Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) to enable the use and trade of such 
products until a permanent biosafety regulatory system for products of modern 



H.E. German Gref 
Page Two 

biotechnology is complete and operational. In accordance with the SPS 
Agreement, the Russian Federation shall provide the United States with an 
opportunity to comment on the interim approval and registration system of 
products of modern biotechnology during the implementation of the interim 
system, and shall take those comments into account. 

2. Register, by 15 November 2006, all pending product applications which to 
date have received a favorable science-based risk assessment for registration. 

3. Establish and implement a permanent biosafety regulatory system for products 
of modern biotechnology which is science-based, transparent, predictable, and 
consistent with the WTO SPS Agreement. The permanent biosafety regulatory 
system will cover products derived from modern agricultural biotechnology and 
intended for cultivation, food, feed, processing, and import. In accordance with 
the SPS Agreement, the Russian Party shall provide the U.S. Party with an 
opportunity to comment on the permanent approval and registration system of 
products of modern biotechnology prior to and during the implementation of the 
system, and shall take those comments into account. 

4. Each year, not later than 1 5 September, the Parties will consult on the status of 
applications for re-registration of products whose registration expires during that 
year. 

5. When implementing its law on labeling for products of modern biotechnology, 
the Russian Federation will ensure that the regime will be transparent, predictable, 
and consistent with WTO provisions. Consistent with the WTO Agreement, the 
Russian Party shall provide the U.S. Party the opportunity to comment on the 
labeling regime prior to and during the implementation of the regime, and shall 
take those comments into account. 
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Further, within 120 days of the signature of this letter, the Parties will develop an 
ongoing bilateral consultative mechanism comprised of their competent authorities to 
discuss issues of regulatory development on agricultural biotechnology. 

I have the honor to request that you confirm that your government shares these 
understandings. I have the further honor to propose that this letter and your letter of 
confirmation in reply shall constitute an agreement between our two governments. 

Please accept the assurances of my deepest respect." 

I have the honor to confirm that my government shares these understandings and that your letter 
and this letter of confirmation in reply constitute an agreement between our two governments. 

Please accept the assurances of my deepest respect. 




Susan C. Schwab 



